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Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House on this blessed ang hight. The Service of Lessons and Carols is eske
this evening to focus upon the fulfillment of Gogiomise to send us a Savior in the birth of J&dusst, our
Lord. We pray that the Holy Spirit will enable ydo truly listen to the Lord tonight as He speafisybu
through His Holy Word and points you to the Babguielying in the manger. May you be led to failiyfu
confess with confidence that this Baby is the EkMvord of God in human flesh, who came down from
heaven and was Incarnate by the Holy Spirit of\thigin Mary in order to save you from your sins.e i our
Immanuel, which means “God with us.” He is the &of kings and Lord of lords who was born to fiieyou
That is what Christmas is truly about — the sabraticcomplished and won by Jesus Christ. MayShbivice
of Lessons and Carols be a celebration for yolnefforgiveness, life, and salvation you have thhofagth in
Christ! Please take the time to fill out tRecord of Fellowshipform that is in the pew. If you are visiting
with us this evening, we want you to know that we averjoyed that you are here. Please make ysiir v
known to us by introducing yourself to us after 8ervice and by signing the guest book that i©ienHallway
on the left as you leave the sanctuary. Thankayg@auMERRY CHRISTMAS!

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welc@thepeople into the fellowship of God's love by
proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jeshes€and to nurture our members with God’s Holyrd/o
and Sacraments.

Midnight Mass
Please consider making your Christmas complet®ibnyng us for Midnight Mass this evening_at 11:3thpas
we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lor@ome and receive the holy and blessed gifts threl L
desires to give you through His Holy Word and Saxemat. We hope to see you here!
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All stand at the ringing of the bells and face pgrecessional cross. It is customary to continugng the
cross as it is processed in and to bow your heatlraake the sign of the cross in reverence and adioir
to the Lord as it passes your pew. The same apfaiéhe recessional at the conclusion of the Servi
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee_ be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

A s Refrain . . .
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remanaar of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of theSon and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The people walking in darkness have seen a gt li
The light shines in the darkness, but the darknedsas not understood it.

On those living in the land of the shadow of deatight has dawned.
We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and lgnSon who came from the Father.

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In Him was life, and that life was the light of men
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(Stanza 3 is sung without organ)

0 | frm— S ‘ —
A S e T | p— —— —— i .
O™ foteo— [ —— e |
Q) y Y oo [ (4
1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,
2 The band of the a - pos - tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - 1y, the ev - er-last-ing Son,
4 You sit in splen-did glo - ry, en-throned at God’s right hand,
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The Fa -ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph-ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to  res-cue ev - 'ry - one:
Up - hold -ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a - side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser - a-phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for wus and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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“O ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,
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Your maj -es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o -pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
In glo - ry ev -er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord, a - men!
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The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Let us pray:

O God, You make this most holy night to shine Wil brightness of the true Light. Grant
that as we have known the mysteries of that Lightearth we may also come to the
fullness of His joys in heaven; through the samsuseChrist, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, dded, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

( Genesis 3:8-15

And they heard the sound of thexk.God walking in the garden in the cool of the dayd the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of thelGod among the trees of the garden. But the God called to the man and
said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heattte sound of you in the garden, and | was afragtause | was
naked, and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told yowatthyou were naked? Have you eaten of the tree afhwh
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The womlaom you gave to be with me, she gave me frilitediree,
and | ate.” Then the ézo God said to the woman, “What is this that you hdeee?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.” Thedbr God said to the serpent, “Because you have doise ¢hrsed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; onryally you shall go, and dust you shall eat a# thays of your life. |
will put enmity between you and the woman, and éatwour seed and her Seed; he shall crush yout, lzewl you
shall strike his heel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Be seated
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(Stanza 3 — Women, Stanza 4 — Men; Stanza 7 —)Choir
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin  mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly  hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - ro - ic course be - gan.

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father's Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Stand
8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
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Genesis 22:15-18

And the angel of theoko called to Abraham a second time from heaven aid] 8y myself | have sworn, declares
the Loro, because you have done this and have not withjeeldson, your only son, | will surely bless youd a will
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heawand as the sand that is on the seashore. Andoftsjpring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, and in your ofgsphall all the nations of the earth be blesdee,ause you have
obeyed my voice.” .

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(Stanza 1 — Soloist Roger Humphrey)
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1 Ocome, O come, Em-man - u - el, And ran - som cap - tive
2 O come, Thou Wis-dom from on high, Who or-drest all things
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of mightt Who to Thy tribes on
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from Sa - tan’s
5 O come, Thou Key of Da - vid,come, And o - pen wide our
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Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
might - 1 - ly; To us the path of knowl - edge show,
Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst give the Law
tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y  pow’r to save,
heav’'n - ly home; Make safe the way that Ieads on high,
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Un - til the Son of God ap-pear. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And teach us in her ways to go. Re - joice! Re-joice!
In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.  Re - joice! Re-joice!
And give them vic - t'ry o’er  thegrave. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And close the path to mis - er -y. Re - joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el!
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra- el
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra- el

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on higl 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; In one the hearts of all mankind;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Refrain Refrain

( Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 67

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a signh8le, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, ahdll call his

name Immanuel . . . The people who walked in daskhave seen a great light; those who dwelt innal laf deep
darkness, on them has light shined . . . For t@a uhild is born, to us a son is given; and the goment shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called d&&duol Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fatherjriée of

Peace. Of the increase of his government and ofeg#aere will be no end, on the throne of David andr his

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with jostand with righteousness from this time forth &révermore. The
zeal of the bro of hosts will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(Stanza %eloist Sarah Messer)
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is

2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are

3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let

I [ o > Iy ]
o S g e
5 n ‘_ r 2 ¥ L 4 Y
shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce  Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings  her Iul - Ia - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

( Micah 5:2-5

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too Ittlee among the clans of Judah, from you shall cfarik for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose originrisnfi of old, from ancient days. Therefore he sbae them up until
the time when she who is in labor has given bittien the rest of his brothers shall return to tleople of Israel.
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in thength of the bro, in the majesty of the name of thed his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall beagto the ends of the earth. And he shall be flezice.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(Stanza 3 is sung without organ)
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly The won -drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(0] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

( Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in thigywa&hen his mother Mary had been betrothed to Jodegfore they
came together she was found to be with child froenHoly Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being anuasn and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divoheg quietly. But as he considered these thingsploelan angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Jdsegpn of David, do not fear to take Mary as yoifewfor that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spiihe will bear a son, and you shall call his namsudefor he will
save his people from their sins.” All this took gaato fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the preplBehold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they Istall his name Immanuel” (which means, God with. W&hen
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel dfdglet commanded him: he took his wife, but knewno¢muntil she
had given birth to a son. And he called his nansise

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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(Stanza 1 — Children only)
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.
&, ( Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augubtat all the world should be registered. This whae first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syiad all went to be registered, each to his own tofwmd Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of NaZaréd Judea, to the city of David, which is calBdthlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of Daviik tegistered with Mary, his betrothed, who wik ¢hild. And
while they were there, the time came for her te dgivth. And she gave birth to her firstborn som amwapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, becahsee was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

& Luke 2:8-20

And in the same region there were shepherds ahieifield, keeping watch over their flock by nigknd an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of thedLsitone around them, and they were filled with.féad the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring youagbnews of a great joy that will be for all the péo For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, wiecChrist the Lord. And this will be a sign forwoyou will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a gem’ And suddenly there was with the angel a rude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to Godhe highest, and on earth peace among thodewibm he
is pleased!” When the angels went away from thetim fieaven, the shepherds said to one another, tikego over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happemleidh the Lord has made known to us.” And they wétiit haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying mamger. And when they saw it, they made knownatyiagsthat
had been told them concerning this child. And dbvheard it wondered at what the shepherds tolchtHeut Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them inHeart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying gmdising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had beesh ttodm.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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(Guitarist and soloist Roger Humphrey)
* | Matthew 2:1-11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeherdays of Herod the king, behold, wise men frarettst came
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been korg of the Jews? For we saw his star when ierasd have
come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard,thie was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; asgembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the peopleingaired of them where the Christ was to be batrey told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by thepbet: “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judale by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from stwail come a ruler who will shepherd my peopladsf” Then
Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascedt&iom them what time the star had appeared. Anseim them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently tlee child, and when you have found him, bring roedwthat |
too may come and worship him.” After listeninglte king, they went on their way. And behold, thetstat they had
seen when it rose went before them until it canmedbover the place where the child was. When shey the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And gdimg the house they saw the child with Mary highag and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening theasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankmseeand myrrh.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Stand

5 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To th’eternal Three in One. Refrain

LSB 367
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) John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wabk Gitd, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things werad through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. In hislifg and the life was the light
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and #inkengss has not overcome it. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. e ea a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believeailgh him. He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light. The trukt]igvhich enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. He was in the world, and therld was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to his oamg his own people did not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, whdidwed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, afoblood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And ¥erd became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory aseobnly Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Be seated
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(Stanza 1 4o8&b Sarah Messer)

5 Allidols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain.
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(] As our tithes and offerings are gathered for thedi®work, your individual candles will be lit. Rember,

;J when you light your candles, please tip only uoéindles. After the offerings have been gatherati all
candles have been lit, we will sing “Silent NigHgly Night.”
-_—
& ) ) LSB 363

(Stanza 1 in German — Soloist Carol Zeile) ' Ly ! .
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! [EEIZ'I.'[F _-,-*'I'*T
Alles schléft, einsam wacht A - -
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. H[El’l'ﬁ I
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schiaf in himmlischer Ruh, Eﬂ%&?ﬁh
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. -

(Stanza 3 is sung without organ)

Let us pray:

O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festivahe birth of Your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receivienHas our Redeemer, may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Juthgeugh the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the y8pirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please extinguish your individual candles as tbhtk are turned back up for the conclusion of tee/iSe.
|

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Glory to God in the highest!

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and ryvéhere;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is bon!

15
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion ef th
LSB 380

Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

To God Alone Be the Glory!
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The Presiding Minister
Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor

The Organist
Mary Jakolat

The Crucifer
Terry Luplow

The Acolytes
Aaron Messer
Samantha Messer

The Ushers
Vern Jakolat
Chris Brown

The Vocalists
Sarah Messer Roger Humphrey
Carol Zeile Peace Choir

The Guitarist
Roger Humphrey

The Lectors
Miguel Ortiz
Bill Harmon
Chris Brown
Terry Luplow
Vern Jakolat
Jon Penzien
Bob Wendt
Dave Zeile
Pastor Messer
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Midnight Mass — 11:30 p.m.

The Organist: Mary Jakolat The Ushers: Vern k&hris Brown The Elder: Dave Zeile
Altar Care: Carol Zeile The Acolytes: Sarah Btrs Samantha Messer

Sunday, Dec. 27
The Organist: Mary Jakolat The Ushers: Daremdoh, Bill Hendrick The Elder: Dave Zeile
The Greeters: Jim & Janice Sager The Acolytesrr&iLuplow, Melanie Penzien Altar: Carol Zeile

Coffee: Coaline Luplow

Tomorrow, Dec. 25 Church Office Closed (Merry Christmas!)
Sunday, Dec. 27 8:30 a.m. Choir
9:30 a.m. Divine Service — First Sunday after Clistmas

10:45 a.m. Fellowship

11:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study, NO Sunday School
Monday, Dec. 28 12:00 p.m. Divine Service — Feast of The Holy Inneats

Newsletter articles due
Tuesday, Dec. 29 12:00 p.m. Divine Service — Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr
Wednesday, Dec. 30 6:00 p.m. “Christian Histdsytidy
7:00 p.m. Divine Service — Feast of St. JohApostle & Evangelist

Thursday, Dec. 31 10:00 a.m. Together in the Word

12:00 p.m. Divine Service — Feast of the Circumcin & Name of Jesus
Friday, Jan. 1 Church Office Closed (Happy New Year!)
Sunday, Jan. 3 8:30 a.m. Choir
9:30 a.m. Divine Service — Second Sunday after Ctmas(Installation of New Officers)

10:45 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Sunday School

Monday, Jan. 4 7:00 p.m. Ladies Guild Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 5 7:00 p.m. Church Council
Wednesday, Jan. 6 6:00 p.m. “Christian Historyidg
7:00 p.m. Divine Service — The Epiphany of Outord
Thursday, Jan. 7 10:00 a.m. Together in the Word

5:00 p.m. Weight Watchers

1. During Divine Service on January We will install our newly elected congregationéficers (Chris Brown
— President; Gary Miller — Financial Secretary; Migl Ortiz — Bd. of Elders; Daren Johnson — Bd. of
Trustees; Janice Sager and Andrea Elliott — BdClofistian Education)

2. We would like to extend our thanks to all who puaséd poinsettias to decorate our altar this Chaistm

“Fear not, for beh
bring you good ne

M e rry great joy that will |

_ all the people. Fo
ou is born thisnd
C h “Stm ?:/it;/J IofDavid ili Stg

who is Christ the Lord!”
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We see here how Christ, as it were, fimkesusuanmiréibsorbs it in his birth, hrsd tyaints
in it we might become pure and holyguasoiwrt, werthat every Christian maypmejoice
Christ's birth as much as if he had himofelt dgeasbwas Christ. Whoever ddas, ot be
doubts, is no Christian.

0, this is the great joy of which the @hrseissthema&smfort and exceeding gihadndss of
man believes this, he can boast of thi argaisumesthghtful mother, Christamd rothe!
his father. For these things actuallyasedmesand e must believe. Thisliththg pndciy
the principal treasure in every Gospeicthele ref grmpd works can be takersootust it.

above all things become our own ande®eeaecamidp good works.

But this cannot occur except throughtdefaishuthaightly to understand theoargpel |
to lay hold of it. This is the only wayish eandieCightly known so that thesadis$i@dnc
and made to rejoice. Out of this growsdote @od mad in Christ has bestowed up
unspeakable gifts. This gives courageuttddonegraled\iving or dying, to sudfehatvisry t
well pleasing to God. This is what isaim a6t BY hdaius a child is born, undoves,ateon
us, to us, to us is born, and to ushddjiven this c

Therefore see to it that you do not finthel@asped only as a history, for émsiaatonl
neither regard it only as an example,alui¢ iwitfiout faith; but see to it thiéatsybirtmak
your own and that Christ be born in peuh@&ltiaseilf you believe, then youheilagepbdse
the virgin Mary and be her dear child. éetrgisa thisstaith and pray while yowndave,
establish it too firmly. This is our foumitatitam@ndupon which good works must be bt

If Christ has now thus become your owa pgreligio dalt@ivbeen cleansed through hir
received your inheritance without any, pertsaloalenterough the love of God ahagyive
your own the treasure and work of hwssS3bat ytofioNeill do good works by dogidhor yo
as Christ has done to you. Here good avornkiz@acbeheW hat are the good woski of C
not true that they are good becausedbay havgcuedrenefit, for God's sake,dMiimcon
to do the works in your behalf? In thisadherb€&hent to the Father, in that Gevéavad.an

Therefore since you have received enaichh yvanu le@c®me other commandment to ¢
and render obedience to him, than swookditbet yloey may be of benefit to ysitraseig
the works of Christ are of benefit arffousketogemon Jesus said at the LastsSupgper
commandment that ye love one anotheriosneshyasi I"lahn, 13: 34. Here it inseeén tl
us and did every thing for our benedttya oragdihthe same, not to him,rfot, luheeds
our neighbor; this is his commandmemtr abédieiscis. Therefore it is throughidtith
becomes our own, and his love is thareahise Healoves, we believe, thus ot @me.un
Again, our neighbor believes and expedseoinelevere to love him also in feturimanc
long for it in vain. One is the sameaasGhdasithelps us so we in return helpodabdeig
have enough.
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